
Greetings from Fiona



INTRODUCING READ, RETURN and REVIEW.

You may have noticed a new book shelf in the "social" area at Church. It is under the notice board on the south

wall, near the washing up window and the Clarendon St door.

The idea is to have a space to share books with each other on the topic of our faith.

Already there are a few books, some old, some new and some very recently written. You are welcome to place

some books that have meant something to you on the shelf--this is not a call to clear out your overloaded

bookcases, rather a call for books about our faith that you would enjoy sharing.

Please note that we will not be keeping a track of these books, rather they are an offering in good faith so please

only give books that you can part with.

If you would like to borrow one or more, please just take it/them, read it, return it and perhaps write a review

for The Mustard Seed to encourage others to pick it up--our very own "Read-Return-Review".

Our first review is for "The Bible in Australia" by Meredith Lake (ABC Radio).

This book in full of wonderful places, events and ways the Bible has been used in Australia since 1788.

Predictably there were many bibles on the first fleet and subsequent ships bringing convicts and others.

One story tells of a convict on way to Australia was fishing from a ship, hooking a shark and finding a Prayer

Book in its stomach contents! Early education was solely bible based until the son of the man who started

formal education in Australia joined his father in that important work and whilst not excluding biblical texts, he

included literature, mathematics and science--there was discord in this family of clerics for some time because

of this shift from Bible Only learning. The bible was translated into indigenous languages and today these bibles

are being used to reclaim those near lost languages. Did you know that the Methodist Church were the ones who

started the Union movement in Australia. They parted ways when the unionists took on collective bargaining

which was not how the Methodists believed it should go.

I recommend this historical look at the Bible in Australia and can be heard trotting out fascinating facts

everywhere I go.

Margo Anderson



Prayers to the Water of Life
The World Council of Churches Ecumenical Water Network invites us to use Lent 2020 to

reflect on water. While water has a strong spiritual significance in the Christian tradition as a

gift from God, this scarce resource is threatened and denied to many around the world.

World Water Day falls on March 22 this year.

Lord Jesus

sometimes we feel we are being dragged under

by too many responsibilities,

too many demands on our time and patience

and feel little joy or sense of abundant life.

May we give up the struggle to save ourselves.

Help us to be like leaves on the surface of a lake,

buoyed by your promises and grace.

WR

To love someone means to see him as God intended him.

Fyodor Dostoevsky



Mioko’s Baptism,

December 2016

A Prayer for Good Friday

Father in heaven, we wonder how you felt when you heard your Son’s cry, ‘Why have you

abandoned me?’ Spare us from such depths of pain. If it be necessary for us to touch even the edges

of it, keep us in the knowledge that for our Lord Jesus, it was not the end.

Roger Pickering



This poem is redacted and is

part three of a triptych by

Karel Reus



One of the books I read over the recent holidays was

Geoffrey Blainey’s Before I Forget.     It’s Prof Blainey’s

reminiscences of his first 40 years, and covers growing up

as a son of a Methodist minister, in rural and provincial

Victoria in the 1930s and early 1940s. He won a scholarship

to Wesley College, followed by time at Queen’s College

while attending the University of Melbourne. It also deals with his early years as a historian

(including his first work compiling a history of mining at Mt Lyell, The Peaks ofLyell, published

  in 1954).       His recollection of detail is amazing;   who else can remember the comments his

English  teacher made on an essay written at secondary school –  even if that English teacher was

the very well-known A. A. (“Tosh”) Phillips? But this was in the context of Blainey’s early

interest in the politics of those times.

I found the first part of the book of particular interest, in that about a decade and a half later, I

more-or-less followed in his footsteps at Wesley and Queen’s.     To be honest, A. A. Phillips almost

certainly didn’t see in me the potential that he had seen in Blainey! But by then he was on the

cusp of retirement. This is perhaps consistent with my impression, looking back, that the biggest

difference between Blainey’s time and my own is that in Blainey's era these institutions were

appropriate for the times, whereas in my era, they hadn't quite started addressing the great changes

that were beginning to occur in the ‘60s. That said, however, I had then, and still have, the

greatest respect for Queen's.

My experiences in that era were very different to Blainey’s, but in their own way paralleled his in

many respects.     I remember fragments of my experiences, but I don’t have the  extraordinary recall

of detail that he has, nor an ability to write about them in an engaging manner.   And his interests

were different:   he read old newspapers at the library to gain insights into earlier years, worked in

rural areas during vacations and did a couple of long trips around the country by hitch-hiking.     I

did different things:   steam train trips (both railfan excursions and a couple of trips by goods

trains), bush camping and my vacation work experiences were sorting mail and tram conducting.    

He lived for a time in both Mount Lyell and Mt Isa;   I did national service.

One aspect of Blainey's life that isn’t mentioned in the book is his relationship with Armadale. Dr

Joy Parnaby’s history (on the AUC website) states that his father was the minister at the former

Armadale Methodist Church in 1963 to 1966. As Blainey explained to me when I asked him, this

was well after he had ceased living at home, so perhaps unfortunately Armadale doesn’t get a

mention in Before I Forget. But the book is well worth reading for the insights that it provides to

an era that many of us take for granted, yet in so many resepcts is different to the present day.



Website
Don’t forget to keep an eye on our website. It’s at

https://armadale.ucavictas.org.au/

We try and keep it up-to-date, but we always welcome any feedback (you can send this to

Graeme). We would also welcome any items of interest that you think might be suitable

to be posted.

Christmas Eve was "A Night to

Wonder". What a wonderful service,

complete with a performance by The

Choir ofGentle Taps



A beautiful light has gone out from our lives; but the memories of over fifty years of friendship live on in our minds
and hearts.

I first met Heather as she turned her car in our driveway about fifty years ago during our first year of marriage. We had
noticed that she only lived two doors away and so made up our minds to say hello next time she returned from work.
There began a most wonderful friendship! We became both neighbours and friends and went through so much over the
years -both good and bad, joyful and sad. Our kids grew up together and were almost like brothers and sisters.

It was Heather who took me along to St. Andrews U C A one day and this was the church that we became so involved
with over the next forty years. Eventually we all decided to go our own ways and, after “shopping around”, Heather
and I began worshipping at Armadale Uniting Church about three years ago.

Heather packed such a lot into her life which was exceedingly rich! She only stopped when she needed. to go into
Cabrini Hospital for rest and pain management. Heather never complained about her very considerable pain and
distress and would only allude to this if asked directly. Instead she would always focus on what was happening for the
person she was talking with. Heather as I’m sure you would know was very wise and a very good listener.

Many confided in her including myself, knowing that it would be safe with her and our “problem” would always feel
much easier and lighter.

I never knew anyone who had as many friends as Heather: and she managed to keep up with all of them! No wonder
that there were about 350 people at her funeral!

Heather loved birds and especially liked to see and hear them at Newstead; her second home. She also loved the
countryside there and all things beautiful.

She had an eye for detail, but never let that cloud her vision of the person she was with or the big picture.

She had a “wicked” sense of humour that asserted itself more often after a glass or two of ‘red”. She was good
company with or without a glass of vino.

Heather loved music and had a special love of choral music. She sang in choirs for over forty years and this was one of
the wonderful joys we shared. Her grand piano took pride of place in the living room and was a multipurpose piece of
furniture. If Heather wasn’t tinkling the ivories, she might be relaxing with a j igsaw puzzle perched atop the “Grand”.

Heather was a much-loved mother and grandmother and she will sorely miss watching her five grandchildren as they
grow up. But they will have so many happy memories of being with their dear “Mor Mor!”

I am missing sitting next to her in church each Sunday, singing next to her in choir, having morning tea and often lunch
with her on Saturdays and dinner on Sunday evenings with mutual friends… I could go on…..

Vale my dear friend Heather and thank you for being such a wonderful light in my life.

April



The Church Council held a retreat at Wellspring Ashburton in February. The pleasant facilities

provided a good environment in which reflect for a few hours on the issues facing the Church today

and Armadale in particular.         Although we have much to be grateful for in our society, there’s still

“a lot going on in our house” (to use the phrase that came up).

Fiona led us led us through the day. We considered where we’ve come from and where we’re at,

and our joys and concerns. But this inevitably leads to “what might be next?”, and ”how are we

going to get there?”. One issue that inevitably arises on occasions such as this is,”what more can

we do?”

Clearly this is a legitimate and proper question to consider, and an upcoming Presbytery “mission

expo” certainly invites us to consider it.   However, it

needs to be taken in context.   Perhaps the question

ought to be, what do we need to “do differently”?   

We need to preserve what is good in what we’re

already doing and make sure we’re doing that as well

as possible but be open to any “adjustments” that

may be required.  

On a different note, following the recent

Congregational AGM, the composition of the Church

Council has changed. The members are now – Rev

Fiona Winn, Bill Rush (Chair), Ian Thomas

(Correspondence secretary), Margo Anderson

(Minute Secretary), Janet Atkinson, Susie Condron

(Treasurer), and Cheryl Mason.

The state of our spiritual life is healthy, and there are

a lot of activities around the Church. And while

there will always be challenges for the Church, recent

developments have been encouraging on the financial

side.

Peaceful garden at Wellspring (left)

Questionnaire

We'll be asking members of the congegation in the near future to cmplete a short survey

about their relationship with the Church. We'd really appreciate everyone's co-operation

in completing the survey. Not only will the results be helpful to Armadale in thinking

about our futrure, but they'll help us respond to the surveys that we, in turn, need to

complete from time to time.



Lent/Easter services

Each Sunday during Lent: 9.30 am at Kooyong Road (except Sunday 29 March).

Sunday, 29 March 2020: This is a “5th Sunday”, so we will be joining the other Stonnington

Churches for a combined service at St Andrew’s, Gardiner, starting at 10.00 am. No service at

Kooyong Road on this day.

Palm Sunday 5 April 2020: 9.30 am at Kooyong Rd with Holy Communion

Maundy Thursday, 9 April 2020: 7.00 pm, Foot washing and Holy Communion.

Good Friday 10 April 2020: 9.30 am, Holy Communion at Kooyong Road.

Holy Saturday, 11 April: 10 am -12 noon, Cleaning and Contemplation.

Easter Day, Sunday 12 April 2020: 9.30 am at Kooyong Rd.



Mosaic, Basilica of

Sant'Apollinare Nuovo,

Ravenna



A Prayer for Easter Day

Dear God, as we rejoice and celebrate the Easter story, bless family and friends with whom we

are intimately privileged to share the goodness of life. Bless any strangers who visit us with a

sense of your love, through the hospitality and concern of our fellowship.

Brian Haig


