


Advent (contiunued).



WEDNESDAY REFLECTION

We meet together for Quiet Reflection each Wednesday morning at 10 am in the

Church, and then have coffee at a local cafe. You'd be most welcome to join us.

Barbara showed us these banners from Jerusalem on 3 November 2024.



Lyn
Ferguson
Lyn Ferguson was a loved member of our congregation

for over 40 years. In her younger days, she taught art at

the University High School - and looking around our

church walls there is much evidence of her artistic talent.

This she generously shared with us. Lyn also contributed to Armadale UC as a Sunday School

teacher, and in many other quiet ways.

In the wider Church, she was a member of the Victorian UC Synod's Liturgy Committee. During the

years of her incapacity she was a loved and welcome presence among us each week. Thank you,

Keith, for your long, loving, and faithful care of her, and for ensuring that Lyn remained a visible

part of our community for so long.

Lyn made a number of banners for the Church. Two of
them are above.



Elephant (left), tropical
beach (below left) and
hotel in eco resort (below
right).



YOU ARE WELCOME FOR BREAKFAST!

Women’s Breakfast:   On the 2nd Friday of the month. Contact Margo Anderson for

details  0447 035 355

Men’s Breakfast:               Usually on the first  Friday of the month. Contact Graeme Harris

for details  9504 8234





Website

Don’t forget to keep an eye on our website. It’s at

https://armadale.ucavictas.org.au/

We try and keep it up-to-date, but we always welcome any feedback (you can send this

to Graeme). We would also welcome any items of interest that you think might be

suitable to be posted.



April Blackwell leads a Christian Meditation group at the church on Tuesday evenings at

7.30pm.

Sessions usually conclude about 9 p.m. For further information contact April   @  0419 807 892

Kylie Crabbe – or more accurately Rev Associate Professor Kylie Crabbe - has been appointed
to the position of Head of College, Pilgrim Theological College, beginning in January 2026.
Many of us remember her time at Armadale, where she was ordained, in May 2010, with
gratitude and affection. Amongst the many ways that she left her mark at Armadale was her
role as the moving force in establishing The Mustard Seed.

She is currently serving as Associate Professor of Biblical and Early Christian Studies in the
Institute for Religion and Critical Inquiry at Australian Catholic University (ACU).

The Synod announcement is here -
https://pilgrim.edu.au/announcementnewheadofcollege/

The announcement tells us that she joined ACU in late
2017 from the University of Oxford, where she
undertook her doctorate and was Lecturer in Theology
at Trinity College (2015-2017), Instructor in New
Testament Greek for the Faculty of Theology and
Religion (2016), and Assistant Welfare Dean at Trinity
College (2017). Prior to this work in the UK, Kylie was
the Minister at Armadale Uniting Church.

Kylie has published and taught widely in New
Testament studies and Second Temple Judaism, and she
has particular interests in understandings of time and
eschatology in antiquity, emotions in historical work,
and disability and intersectionality in biblical studies
and ancient and contemporary settings.

Kylie at her ordination (in 2010, so perhaps this
picture will bring back memories).
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On our recent trip to Durham, North Carolina, we attended a
service at the Duke University Chapel.

This impressive “chapel” is the centrepiece of the Duke
University Western Campus. Duke University is named after
James B. Duke and was established in 1924 when James B.
Duke, through an Indenture of Trust, designated a gift that
transformed the previous Trinity College into a comprehensive
research university. Hence, this year, 2024, is Duke
University’s centennial.

Among the buildings of Western Campus, Duke University
Chapel was the first to be planned and the last to be built. The
cornerstone was laid on October 22, 1930, but construction
continued for the next two years. The tower is 210 feet tall,
and there are 77 stained glass windows depicting between 800
and 900 figures.

It’s at the centre of the original buildings of the Western
Campus, The architectural style of the Chapel is English
Gothic, but it is modelled on no particular cathedral, college
chapel, or parish church. The cornerstone was laid October 22, 1930, and construction of the Chapel
took more than two years. It was first used at commencement in 1932 and was formally dedicated
June 2, 1935.

While the Duke family was Methodist, Duke Chapel services have always been ecumenical, and the
Chapel itself is a sanctuary open to all people throughout the year for important personal moments of
prayer, reflection, grief, and gratitude.

However the very well-attended service we went to was very
familiar: the Gospel reading was Mark 9: 30-37 (those who
humble themselves before God will be exalted by God). I
wondered if the reading at Armadale on that day was the same?

There were originally six statues in the entrance portal, five of
which are non-contentious, but in 2017, the university removed
one of the three statues on the right side of the main entrance
portal. The original sculpture of Robert E. Lee had been recently
vandalised after confrontations over the removal of
Confederate monuments in other parts of America. The
university then conducted a year-long process to explore the
many different facets of memory and history at Duke, with
decision made to leave the space empty as a reminder of the

Duke Chapel (above) and statue of James B. Duke in
front of the chapel (left)



need to reflect on "how the reality and symbols of our past
continue to shape our present."

I suppose it’s not for us to say, and perhaps statues can be seen
as a way of “glorifying” the person and what they are now
perceived to have stood for. However, Duke University and
the region seem far less enthusiastic about “disowning” the
tobacco heritage of the region. This was the source of the
funds for the endowment, as the Duke family fortune derived
from tobacco!

Graeme H

Empty plinth at entrance to Duke Chapel


