


Ann and Rob recently visited

Yvonne at Castlemaine



AChat with Barbara
Rev Barbara Allen has led us in worship a number of times recently, so we took the
opportunity to learn a little more about her.





If you’d like to get in touch with Karel and Margaret, just ask Bill or Graeme, who

have their contact details.

YOU ARE WELCOME FOR BREAKFAST!

Women’s Breakfast:   On the 2nd Friday of the month. Contact Margo Anderson for

details  0447 035 355

Men’s Breakfast:               Usually on the first  Friday of the month. Contact Graeme Harris

for details  9504 8234

News from Down South



WEDNESDAY REFLECTION

We meet together for Quiet Reflection each Wednesday morning at 10 am in the

Church, and then have coffee at a local cafe. You'd be most welcome to join us.

Many of us light a candle at Wednesday reflection



April Blackwell leads a Christian Meditation group at the church on Tuesday evenings at

7.30pm.

Sessions usually conclude about 9 p.m. For further information contact April   @  0419 807 892



Growth in the Christian life is simply growth in seeing that the gospel is
true; that Jesus Christ is the preeminent reality of all things.

John Webster
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Have you looked at the history of Armadale Uniting Church? It’s readily available here:
https://armadale.ucavictas.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Parnaby-AUC-history.pdf

Armadale Uniting Church – A BriefHistory was written and researched by Dr Joy Parnaby in 1996.
She sets out the histories of the two churches that came together at the time of church union in June
1977 to form what is now the Armadale Uniting Church. These were the Armadale Presbyterian
Church, which was at Denbigh Road (the building has now been converted to a residential complex)
and the Armadale Methodist Church in Kooyong Rd (cnr of Clarendon Street).

The first service at Armadale Presbyterian Church was held on 16 August 1891, but it traces its
origins back to a Sunday School established in Orrong Rd in 1876 which was developed into a
Mission in 1890.

The first service at Kooyong Road was held on 20 August 1881, in a former dance hall bought by the
Mt Erica church, with the foundation stone of the present building being laid in May 1886.

However, at the time of Union there were also other churches in the area, including the Toorak
Village Church (originally the Toorak Methodist Church), on the corner of Toorak and Williams
Roads. At the time of Union, it had been under the care of Armadale Methodist, where it remained,
instead of becoming part of the Toorak Uniting Church (formerly the Toorak Presbyterian Chruch).
However, worship here ceased in early 1981, and the property (which needed a lot of work) was sold.

There was also the Malvern Road Congregational Church (also know as the Prahran Independent
Church) in Malvern Rd, but in 1979 it was detached from the Armadale Parish and became part of the
Prahran Parish. It was sold to the then Prahran City Council in 1980, and is now Chapel on Chapel.

Earlier, there had been other churches in the area, including the Mt Erica Methodist Church, which a
Google search tells us celebrated its centenary in 1955 but which was sold in 1963 to become St
Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church. There was also a property in Grandview Grove , East Prahran.
Dr Parnaby’s history notes that closure of the “Grandview Grove Chapel and Sunday School”
occurred in 1971-72. In a newsheet in 2006 we recorded that when this closed, Mr Ralph David and
Rev Robert Weatherlake (who was Minister at Armadale from 1970 to 1978) arranged for the
independent living units that then (and now) occupy the Grandview Gr site to be constructed.
They’re known as “Cornwall”. Management passed to Harrison Community Services (now absorbed
into Uniting VicTas) in 2006. In Sally Wilde’s History ofPrahran 1925-1990, this is referred to as



having been a Methodist Church but there is little information on the internet about it.

Th minister at Kooyong Road, at the time of Union, was (as mentioned above) Dr Robert
Weatherlake. Rev Dick Collard was the minister at Denbigh Road. Rev Howard Abbey replaced
Dr Weatherlake at the end of 1977 and Rev Collard moved at the end of 1979 but was not replaced.
Subsequent ministers at Kooyong Rd were Rev Gerrit Peterschlingman (1983 to 1992), Rev Dr
Max Champion (from 1992), then Rev Judith Watkins, Rev Kylie Crabbe and Rev Fiona Winn.
At times, there have been supply ministers, including Rev Gillian Crozier, Rev Peter Beale (joint
ministry for some months with Serrell Street, East Malvern) and Rev Martin Wright as well as
others on a short-term basis.

The parsonage for Armadale Methodist Church was at 2 Erskine Street, Armadale, which was sold
in 1980. It had damp and other issues so needed work to be done on it. The manse for the former
Armadale Presbyterian Church was at 65 Denbigh Rd, just along from the Church. It was sold
under the “Uniting our Futures” program in November 2013 for $2.64 million.

Website
Don’t forget to keep an eye on our website. It’s at

https://armadale.ucavictas.org.au/

We try and keep it up-to-date, but we always welcome any feedback (you can send this

to Graeme). We would also welcome any items of interest that you think might be

suitable to be posted.


