
The Mustard Seed



The vigorous bronze statue (now somewhat over-shadowed) of John Wesley (1703 – 1791)

in front of Wesley Church in Lonsdale Street was presented to the Church in 1935 to mark

the centenary of Methodism in Victoria. It was commissioned by the Cato family who ran a

chain of grocery stores. The sculptor was Paul Montford, who is represented by a number of

other works around Melbourne, including at the Shrine and the war memorial statue in the

ground floor lobby of the Malvern Town Hall (dating from 1927).





Do simple things well.
St David of Wales



Audrey Rublev (1360s – 1430) was a monk and painter associated with Moscow and central
Russia while it was under Tatar rule (the Russian name for the Mongols).

Rublev’s pivotal achievement is Old Testament Trinity icon (below). It is regarded as one of the
highest achievements of Russian art. It’s also known as The Hospitality of Abraham.

Looking at the icon, we see three figures, richly clad, seated yet strangely arranged. They’re
placed around a table, in the form of a circle (the symbol of eternity). Although they are not
really identifiable, they’re obviously angels (notice the wings). But we can’t tell if they’re old or
young, male or female (although beardless). In the background are a house or pavilion, a tree
and a curving mountain top.

On the table is a chalice with a splash of red, which once held a sacrificial calf’s head.

So, what’s going on here? There used to be an inscription stating that it was the Holy Trinity,
so why do we see angels? This is because the three persons of God (Father, Son and Holy



YOU ARE WELCOME FOR BREAKFAST!

Women’s Breakfast:   On the 2nd Friday of the month. Contact Margo Anderson for

details  0447 035 355

Men’s Breakfast:               On the first  Friday of the month. Contact Graeme Harris for

details  9504 8234

Spirit) cannot be depicted directly in Orthodoxy (“No man hath seen God at any time”, John
1:18, and also Exodus 33: 20). Hence a symbolic representation is required. For this Orthodoxy
has long chosen the story where the Lord appears to Abraham on the plains of Mamre while
sitting in his tent door, in the form of three men who Abraham welcomes with a meal which they
eat under the tree (Genseis 18: 1 – 8). This is an ancient iconic theme in Christian art, known
as the Hospitality of Abraham.

In this sense the three angels represent the Trinity, the pavilion in the background represents
Abraham's “tent”, the tree the Oak of Mamre (Genesis 18: 8) and the mountain possibly the place
where Isaac was to be sacrificed. Traditionally, the centre angel is taken to represent Christ
(hand is pointing to the chalice, representing suffering) The left hand figure is generally taken
to be the Father and the right hand one the Holy Spirit.

Rublev is acknowledged as the supreme medieval Russian painter of icons and frescos. Not a lot
is known about him, but in his book Andrey Rublev - The Artist and His World, Prof Milner-
Gulland tells us about Rublev and his times. Rublev’s life span (1360s – 1430) coincides with a
pivotal time in Russian history, while the Russians were under what they call “the Tatar yoke”.
Moscow was cementing its position as leader amongst the various principalities and it was also
the era when there was a push northwards to establish monasteries.

See Robin Milner-Gulland, Andrey Rublev : the artist and his world, Reaktion Books , 2023



We have been fortunate that Karel has
led worship on a number of occasions
(right). Hugh L celebrated a big birthday
(below).



If you haven’t any charity in your heart, you have the worst kind of
heart trouble.

Bob Hope





* * * * * * * * * * * *

AReading History (cont)

* * * * * * * * * * *

God who furnishes us with all good things to enjoy.

1 Tim 6:17

’

’

.

Margaret B kindly invited a number of us to assist
her to celebrate her 90th birthday.



The Australian
Patients
Association

Website

Don’t forget to keep an eye on our website. It’s at

https://armadale.ucavictas.org.au/

We try and keep it up-to-date, but we always welcome any feedback (you can send this

to Graeme). We would also welcome any items of interest that you think might be

suitable to be posted.



WEDNESDAY REFLECTION

We meet together for Quiet Reflection each Wednesday morning at 10 am in the

Church, and then have coffee at a local cafe. However, we'll probably take a

break during January. You'd be most welcome to join us.

April Blackwell leads a Christian Meditation group at the church on Tuesday evenings at

7.30pm.

Sessions usually conclude about 9 p.m. For further information contact April   @  0419 807 892


