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WHY
CHRISTIANS
PRAY
Lyn Ferguson

‘The Lord’s prayer must have come from Jesus’ inner world, where he was truly himself, an insecure, loving
man, prepared to take the risk of loving’ , writes Neville Ward in his book, The personal faith of Jesus as
revealed in the Lord’s Prayer. He goes on to suggest that these appear to be the thoughts about life he has
spent much time thinking of, taking counsel from them, and surviving on them when there was nothing else.

When asked by his disciples, he taught them his own prayer, which steadied him and took him straight to the
truth of every situation. Their request must have gladdened his heart. The new thing about this was the
remarkable warmth and affection with which Jesus apparently said and used the word ‘Father’ . The direct-
ness and brevity of the prayer he gave them was certainly unusual in its brevity and free from pious solemnity
and verbal pretentiousness. It was the style of a man who never said more or less than he believed.

Over the centuries, the development of civilization has not created a stable structure of peace or equality – and
it breaks my heart when our children turn away from belief in a loving God and Saviour. However other
reports on human experience show that generally speaking, people who believe in God rarely find their belief
in him shaken by suffering. Faith is a way of interpreting both the goodness and evil of life.

To say the Lord’s prayer mindfully is to deepen our faith, especially in a time of anxiety of suffering. People’s
intolerance of suffering varies astonishingly. People who know or have known deep love are practically
certain to say that whatever pain life has brought them, even the death of the beloved, has not been as powerful
in meaning as that love. They would not trade that love for a life without pain. In one of Tennessee Williams’
plays, a character argues that the greatest of all differences in this world is not between rich and poor, or even
good and evil, but between those who have loved and those who have only watched it in envy.

Jesus’ mind seems to have worked within the certainty that God’s power, his involvement in the life of the
world, and his desire to help us find our way to him, are all unlimited, and that he is to be trusted in the worst
and the best that we encounter. Naturally, then, he turned to him in prayer.

Living on the Christian assumption means accepting the tensions involved, between God’s love and the
world’s evil, between our faith that God desires to help us and the limitations he has evidently set for that help.
It will always be hard to fit together our prayers and God’s providence. God is the unity, the One, in whom, all
opposites are reconciled, and, being reconciled, are themselves transformed into the unimaginable sustenance
of the love that is His eternal kingdom.

The image above is one of four “banners” painted by Lyn and displayed in the

church.

This article first appeared in The Mustard Seed, July 2010. At the time, Lyn was a

member of the Synod Worship and Liturgy Committee.



To be a Christian in our present society is a conscious act of resistance. (Peter Hitchens).
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A Chat with
Charlotte





* * * * * * * * * * *

As at every Communion Service, Fiona
reminds us that we're baptized, and did so at
the Covenant Service on 5 February. (right).



A number of our Congregation
attended the Healing Ceremony on
26 January (see opposite).



* * * * * * * * * * *

We were saddened to hear that Rev Gerrit Peterschlingman died on 17 February 2023. He was 87,

and had been living with his wife Ruth (who survives him) at Warragul. Gerrit was Minister at

Armadale from 1983 to1992, and he also visited us to preach in December 2015. Gerrit’s time at

Armadale was a time of change in the Parish, and there's an article in The Mustard Seed (issue 8,

Advent 2011) in which he wrote about some of the events. There are now only a few of us who were

around in those times, but those of us who were remember him with great respect and affection.

We also recently received an update about Geoff P, who regularly attended at Armadale for a number

of years until recently, and was also a conscientous attnedee at our Men’s Breakfasts.

In recent times, Geoff's age and Alzheimers’s Disease have been catching up with him, and his

daughters have told us that he’s now at an aged care facility in South Melboune. He’s popular with

the staff and other residents and enjoys the grounds

We haven’t seen him for a while but he remains in our thoughts and prayers.





The Boroondara
Farmers Market and
the Rotary Club of
Glenferrie

David Fallick



April Blackwell leads a Christian Meditation group at the church on Tuesday evenings at

7.30pm.

Sessions usually conclude about 9 p.m. For further information contact April   @  0419 807

892

Much of the land in what is now known as Armadale was subdivided in the late 1880s,

following the opening of the railway line past South Yarra in April 1879 and the first

service at Kooyong Road in 1881. Ann Ahin located the flyer above for one of the sales in

that era.


