
Greetings from Fiona



From the Editors

Recent months have, as Fiona states,

continued to throw challenges our way,

including a need to suspend in person

services and revert to "Zoom" at times

(sometimes at very short notice). But here

we are with the August 2021 issue of The

Mustard Seed.

Some of us were privileged to know Rev Dr

Max Champion, and were saddened to hear

of his sudden death recently. We reflect on

his life on page 3.

Our other articles deal with a range of

matters and we hope that you find them of

interst.

– Bill and Graeme

Greetings from Fiona (cont)



Max was the Minister at Armadale from 1992 until 2001. He

was inducted on 30 January 1992. Those of us who knew him

from that time were greatly saddened to learn of his sudden death

on 18 June 2021.

Max was defined by his strong faith, integrity and compassion.

His deep convictions and strongly held views weren’t always in

accord with the prevailing views within the Uniting Church in

recent times, which led to some significant differences of

opinion. However, Max was a man of deep integrity, scholarship and wisdom, and did not waver in

his testimony of his faith and was greatly respected by each of his congregations. He wrote widely on

various issues, in line with his commitment to the task of engaging Australian society and Western

culture with the Gospel of Christ.

Max was brought up as a Methodist and was ordained in 1975. Before his service at Armadale, he

served parishes at Natimuk, Hamilton Square NJ (USA), Ormond College and Parkville and

Wodonga. After serving at Armadale for over 9 years, he served at St John’s Mt Waverley and at

North Essendon.

He gained a doctorate in the theology of Dietrich Bonhoeffer - a German martyr of World War 2, who

often got a mention in his sermons! He gained this at Princeton Theological Seminary (New Jersey,

USA). His thesis was on Bonhoeffer’s understanding of the knowledge of God – examining how

knowledge of God means we are “liberated from broken self-knowledge for self-knowledge grounded

in forgiveness.”

In recent years, Max and Ruth took a great interest in Myanmar, and visited that country several times

where Max lectured at one of the theological colleges. We were privileged to hear of their

experiences there when they spoke to us at

Armadale in February 2016.

A number of members from Armadale attended

his moving funeral at North Essendon on 2 July

2021.





On 11 April 2021, we celebrated  with

Rev. Deacon Margaret Black the 60th

anniversary of her commissioning as a

deacon in (what is now) the UCA

We welcomed Rev. Duncan Macleod from

Presbytery to recognise this significant

occasion for Margaret and for the wider

Church.

Margaret has written as follows ----

I called what I said on Sunday 11th April, 2021, at Armadale Uniting Church ‘A FULFILLED LIFE’

after 60 years in ministry as a Deaconess and Deacon   of both the Presbyterian Church of Victoria

and the Uniting Church in Australia.

I am grateful to Rev. Fiona Winn and Armadale Church Council for organising and celebrating this

milestone in my life, so memorably, by inviting Rev. Duncan Macleod, Presbytery Minister of the

Port Phillip East Presbytery to present the certificate to me, and by Fiona presenting me with a

lovely bunch of proteas and lucodendrens, and a book by the former Archbishop of Canterbury, Rev.

Dr. Rowan Williams, and many thanks   to all who shared their good wishes with me on the day

I was also grateful that my sister, Anne Hammond and brother-in-law Don Hammond were able to

be with me on the day, and I was ably supported by my loving husband Karel Reus.



Rev Duncan Macleod made the presentation to Margaret



We had Holy Communion on Easter Sunday

(above), and our new sign on the front of the

Church (right)



We were glad to worship with L'Arche on Palm Sunday, and to farewell them as they

departed on their Holy Week pilgrimage around Victoria.



Website

Don’t forget to keep an eye on our website. It’s at

https://armadale.ucavictas.org.au/

We try and keep it up-to-date, but we always welcome any feedback (you can send this to

Graeme). We would also welcome any items of interest that you think might be suitable

to be posted.








